
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
COMBINED NOTICE OF F INDING OF NO S IGNIF ICANT IMPACT 

AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
Apr i l  15 ,  2020 
 
Commonwea l th  o f  MA,  Dep t .  o f  Hous ing &  Commun i t y  Deve l opment  (DHCD) 
100  Cambr idge  S t ree t ,  Su i te  300 
Bos ton ,  MA 02114 
617-573-1300 
 
Ci t y  o f  Taun ton 
Taun ton  Hous ing  Aut ho r i t y  
30  O lney  S t ree t ,  Su i te  B 
Taun ton ,  MA 02780 
508-823-6308 
 
Th is no t i ce sha l l  sa t i s f y two separa te bu t re la t ed p rocedura l  
requ i remen ts fo r ac t i v i t i es to be under taken by DHCD and the C i t y o f  
Taun ton ,  t h rough  t he  Taun ton  Hous ing Au tho r i t y .  
 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST THE RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
On or abou t May 1 , 2020 DHCD wi l l  submi t  a reques t to the U.S .  
Depar tmen t o f Hous ing and Urban Deve lopment (HUD) f o r the re lease o f  
$750 ,000 under t he HOME Inves tmen t Par tne rsh ips Program (HOME) -  
T i t l e I I  o f the Crans ton Gonza lez Nat iona l A f fo rdab l e Hous ing Ac t o f  
1990 , as amended ,  and the C i t y o f  Taun ton wi l l  submi t a reques t to  
t he U.S . Depar tmen t o f Hous ing and Urban Deve lopment  Bos ton Reg iona l  
Of f i ce fo r the re l ease o f Hous ing Cho ice Voucher Program (HCVP) funds  
under Sec t ion 8 , The Hous ing Ac t o f 1937 , as amended , f o r the purpose  
o f a t tach ing fo r t y  p ro jec t -based vouchers to be u t i l i z ed in a p ro jec t  
known as Walke r Schoo l Apar tmen ts ,  loca ted a t 135 Berk ley St ree t  
Taun ton , MA.  The pro jec t cons is t s o f the adap t i ve reuse and new 
cons t ruc t ion o f 40 un i t s o f a f fo rdab le ren ta l  hous i ng fo r sen io rs .  

The pro jec t w i l l  use the fo l l ow i ng es t ima ted sour ces o f fede ra l  
f unds : $750 ,000 in HOME.  Expec ted add i t i ona l pub l i c f und ing inc ludes  
s ta te AHT funds , s ta te HIF , loca l  AHT funds , fede ral  and s ta te low-
i ncome hous ing tax c red i t s and h i s to r i c tax c red i t s .  The pro jec t  
sponso r i s A f fo rdab le Hous ing and Serv i ces Co l labo rat i ve and Taunton  
Rev i ta l i za t ion ,  I n c .   
 

F INDING OF NO S IGNIF ICANT IMPACT 
 
DHCD and the C i t y  o f Taun ton have de te rm ined tha t t he p ro jec t w i l l  
have no s ign i f i can t impac t on the human env i ronment .   There fo re , an  
Env i ronmenta l  Impac t S ta temen t under the Nat iona l  Env i ronmenta l  
Po l i cy Ac t o f 1969 (NEPA) is no t requ i red .  Add i t i ona l p ro jec t  
i n fo rmat ion i s cont a ined in the Env i ronmenta l  Rev iew Record (ERR) and  
wi l l  be made ava i l ab le fo r rev iew e lec t ron ica l l y .  P l ease submi t your  
reques t by ema i l  t o mat thew.g ibney@mass .gov and The C i t y o f Taun ton  
t o jhow land@taun t on -ma.gov o r the Depar tmen t o f Hous ing and Urban  
Deve lopment  (HUD)  Je f f rey  Twerago  a t  j e f f rey . twe rago@hud .gov    
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Any ind iv idua l ,  group , o r agency may submi t  wr i t t en comments on the  
ERR to DHCD, Housi ng Deve lopmen t Di v i s ion a t mat thew.g ibney@mass .gov  
o r the C i t y o f Taun ton , Taun ton Hous ing Au tho r i t y ,  30 Olney S t ree t ,  
Su i te B , Taun ton MA 02780 , o r the Depar tmen t o f Hous ing and Urban  
Deve lopment ,  Je f f rey Twerago je f f r ey . twe rago@hud.gov  A l l  comments  
rece i ved by Apr i l  30 , 2020 wi l l  be cons ide red by DHCD, and the C i t y  
o f Taun ton , Taun ton Hous ing Au tho r i t y p r io r to au tho r i z ing submiss ion  
o f a reques t fo r  re lease o f funds.   Comments shou l d spec i f y wh ich  
Not i ce  they  a re  address ing .  
 

RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
The Commonwea l th o f MA ac t ing th r ough DHCD cer t i f i es to HUD tha t  
Cathe r ine Racer i n her capac i t y as Cer t i f y ing Of f i c er , and Shaunna  
O’Conne l l  as the Mayor the C i t y  o f Taun ton , in  her capac i t y as 
Cer t i f y ing Of f i cer ,  consen ts to accep t the ju r i s d ic t i on o f the  
Federa l  Cour t s i f  an ac t ion i s b rough t to en fo rce respons ib i l i t i es in  
re la t i on to the env i ronmen ta l  rev iew process and tha t these  
respons ib i l i t i es have been sa t i s f i ed .  HUD’s approva l o f the  
ce r t i f i ca t ion sa t i s f i es i t s respons ib i l i t i es under NEPA and re la ted  
l aws and au tho r i t i es ,  and a l l ows the p ro jec t ,  Wa lke r Schoo l  
Apar tmen ts ,  t o  use HUD p rog ram funds f o r  t he  pu rpose  spec i f i ed .  
 

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
HUD w i l l  accep t  obj ec t i ons  to  i t s  re l ease  o f  f unds  and t he  
Commonwea l th  o f  MA’ s  and  C i t y  o f  Taun ton ’s  ce r t i f i ca t i on  fo r  a  pe r iod  
o f  f i f t een  days  fo l l ow ing  the  an t i c i pa ted  submiss ion  da te  o r  i t s  
ac tua l  rece ip t  o f  t he  reques t  (wh ichever  i s  l a te r )  on l y  i f  t hey  a re  
on  one  o f  t he  fo l l owing  bases :  (a )  t he  ce r t i f i ca t ion  was  no t  execu ted  
by  the  Cer t i f y ing  Of f i ce r  t he  Commonwea l th  o f  MA;  (b )  t he  
Commonwea l th  o f  MA has  omi t ted  a  s tep  o r  f a i l ed  to  make  a  dec is ion  o r  
f i nd ing  requ i red  by  HUD regu la t ions  a t  24  CFR pa r t  58 ;  ( c )  t he  g ran t  
rec ip ien t  o r  o the r  pa r t i c ipan ts  in  t he  p ro jec t  have  commi t ted  funds  
o r  i ncu r red  cos ts  no t  au tho r i zed  by  24  CFR Par t  58  be f o re  app rova l  o f  
a  re lease  o f  f unds by  HUD;  o r  (d )  ano the r  Federa l  agency  ac t ing  
pursuan t  t o  40  CFR Pa r t  1504  has  submi t ted  a  wr i t t en  f i nd ing  tha t  t he  
p ro jec t  i s  unsa t i s f ac to ry  f rom the  s t andpo in t  o f  env i r onmenta l  
qua l i t y .   Ob jec t io ns  mus t  be  p repa red  and  submi t ted  v i a  ema i l  i n  
acco rdance  w i th  the  requ i red  p rocedures  (24  CFR Par t  58 ,  Sec .  58 .76 )  
and  sha l l  be  add ressed  to  O f f i ce  o f  CPD -  HUD a t  
Bosenv i ronmen ta l@hud .gov    Po ten t ia l  ob jec to rs  shou ld  con tac t  HUD 
o f f i ce  v ia  ema i l  t o  ve r i f y  t he  ac tual  l as t  day  o f  t he  ob jec t ion  
per iod .  

 
DHCD 
Cathe r ine  Race r ,  Assoc ia te  D i rec to r  
 
Ci t y  o f  Taun ton 
Shaunna  O ’Conne l l ,  Mayo r  
 
HUD 
Je f f rey  Twerago   
 
TAUNTON HOUSING AUTHORITY 

mailto:jeffrey.twerago@hud.gov
mailto:Bosenvironmental@hud.gov


Co l leen  Doher t y ,  Execu t i ve  D i rec to r  


